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Today’s Class

 9-9:15: Reflection on Value Sensitive Design

 9:15-9:50: Discussion on Value Sensitive Design

 9:50-10:00: Discussion Recap

 10:00-10:20: Reflection on Participatory Design / Break

 10:20-11:00: Discussion on Participatory Design

 11:00-11:10: Discussion Recap

 11:10-11:30: Introduction to Policy Readings
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Value Sensitive Design: Discussion 
Recap

 What values do you think are currently upheld in commercial AI development?

 Think about projects you are proposing for this class:

o What values does your project aim to promote?

o What values does your project uphold?

 Full step-by-step process may not be conducted in every project, but centering 
values and explicitly thinking through them can be
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Today’s Class

 9-9:15: Reflection on Value Sensitive Design

 9:15-9:50: Discussion on Value Sensitive Design

 9:50-10:00: Discussion Recap

 10:00-10:20: Reflection on Participatory Design / Break

 10:20-11:00: Discussion on Participatory Design

 11:00-11:10: Discussion Recap

 11:10-11:30: Introduction to Policy Readings
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Participatory Design: Discussion Recap

 What could participatory design look like in modern AI development?

o “This framing allows for understanding participatory design as a necessarily 
situated and context-dependent endeavor which is at odds with industrial 
prerogatives of extraction and context-independent scalability”

 What other “design fixes” have we considered in the class?

o Informed consent, Human-in-the-loop, value sensitive design, etc.

 There is no “checklist” or “quick fixes” we can follow for responsible AI
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Readings

 Topic 1: EU AI Act

1. High-level summary of the EU AI Act: https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/high-level-
summary/ 

2. Try out the compliance checker: https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/assessment/eu-
ai-act-compliance-checker/ 

3. Anthropic Statement on watermark implementation 
https://www.anthropic.com/news/claude-text-watermark 
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Background on the EU AI Act

 April 2021: European Commission published a proposal to regulate AI in the EU

o Solicited public consultation

o Published initial drafts, conducted studies

 2022:

o Continued discussions, drafts, amendments, formal opinions

 December 2023: Council and Parliament reach a provisional agreement

 May 2024: EU AI act is formally adopted by European Council

 2024-2031:

o Slow rollout of implementation [companies have time to become compliant]

https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/developments/

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12527-Artificial-intelligence-ethical-and-legal-requirements/feedback_en_en?p_id=24212003
https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/developments/
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Notes about the EU AI Act

 Detailed and comprehensive

 Very prescriptive, Specific technology that is outright prohibited

o [with exceptions outlined]

 Other technology is permitted under increased scrutiny, oversight, and reporting 
requirements

 Pay attention to these details: what is banned and what is regulated? How do you 
think lawmakers reached these decisions? Did they reach the right decisions?
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National AI policy in other countries: 
China

 2022: Rules on recommendation systems that protect personal information, give 
users certain controls etc.

 Jan 2023: “Deep synthesis provisions”: AI companies must authorize users, identify 
synthetic content that could be mistaken for authentic, etc.

 August 2023: “Interim Measures” for generative AI involve legality and quality of 
training data, use of personal information, discrimination base on protected 
attributes

 September 2025: AI safety governance framework 2.0

o Autonomous systems, chemical/biological uses, grades of risk and mitigation

 September 2026: AI safety governance framework 3.0

https://theconversation.com/us-tech-leaders-are-urgently-calling-for-rules-on-ai-china-already-has-them-292965
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2025/10/how-china-views-ai-risks-and-what-to-do-about-them
https://www.cac.gov.cn/rootimages/uploadimg/1791137114683961/1791137114683961.pdf
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Principles for AI Safety Governance in 
China’s 2026 framework

1. Be inclusive and prudent to ensure safety 

2. Risk-oriented and agile governance

3. Integrating technology and management for coordinated response

4. Promoting openness and cooperation for joint governance and shared benefits

5. Ensuring trustworthy application and preventing loss of control

https://www.cac.gov.cn/rootimages/uploadimg/1791137114683961/1791137114683961.pdf

https://www.cac.gov.cn/rootimages/uploadimg/1791137114683961/1791137114683961.pdf
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National AI policy in other countries: US



Executive: President

• Implements and enforces laws 
passed by Congress

• Appoints heads of federal agencies

Legislative: Congress [House of 

Representatives and Senate]
• Makes laws

Judicial: [Supreme] Court

• “interpret the law, determine the 
constitutionality of the law, and 

apply it to individual cases."
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/

https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/


Legislative: Congress 
https://www.congress.gov/“To require the National Academy of Sciences to establish a grant program 

to develop safe AI models and safe AI research, and for other purposes.”

“directs the President to appoint a task force to assess the privacy, civil rights, and civil 

liberties implications of artificial intelligence”

“This bill prohibits the distribution of materially deceptive audio or visual media that is generated by 

artificial intelligence (AI) relating to federal candidates.”

https://www.congress.gov/


https://www.americanactionforum.org/list-of-proposed-ai-bills-table/
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Executive: President

 Implements and enforces laws passed by Congress

 Appoints heads of federal agencies

 Cabinet:

o Department of Agriculture

o Department of Commerce

• National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

o Department of Energy

o Department of Homeland Security

o Department of Health and Human Services

• Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

o …

 Other executive offices

o Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP)
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What agencies may already be able to do 
things about AI without new laws?
 National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

o Not a regulatory agency (e.g. cannot enforce standards) but can define standards

o E.g. conducts regular audit of Facial Recognition Systems [link]

 Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

o “The FDA is providing this list of AI/ML-enabled medical devices marketed in the 
United States as a resource to the public about these devices and the FDA’s work 
in this area.” [link]

 Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP)

o “broad mandate to advise the President and others within the Executive Office of 
the President on the effects of science and technology on domestic and 
international affairs” [link]

https://pages.nist.gov/frvt/html/frvt11.html
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/software-medical-device-samd/artificial-intelligence-and-machine-learning-aiml-enabled-medical-devices
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about#:~:text=Congress%20established%20the%20Office%20of,on%20domestic%20and%20international%20affairs.
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Past notable federal-level AI discussions

 AI Bill of Rights, Released in October 2022 by OSTP

 2023 White House Executive Order on AI

o “An executive order is a signed, written, and published directive from the 
President of the United States that manages operations of the federal 
government”

o “Instant laws”

o Released in October 2023

o Provides actual directives to various agencies on steps to take to address AI

 These were issue under the Biden administration. They did not persist under Trump

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/publications/teaching-legal-docs/what-is-
an-executive-order-/

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GOVPUB-PREX23-PURL-gpo193638
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GOVPUB-PREX23-PURL-gpo193638
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R47843
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/publications/teaching-legal-docs/what-is-an-executive-order-/
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What is the current federal government 
saying about AI?

 “The executive branch shall use the terms “Super Intelligence” and “SI” in place of 
“Artificial Intelligence” and “AI” and will not acknowledge the usage of “Artificial 
Intelligence” and “AI” in any applicable setting.”

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/09/inaugurating-the-era-of-super-intelligence/
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U.S.: State Laws

 10th amendment in the U.S. Bill of Rights: Any power not delegated to the federal 
government by the Constitution—and not prohibited to the states—belongs to the 
individual states or the people

 California AI Transparency Act

 Colorado: Consumer Protections for Artificial Intelligence

 Example we’ve seen: lawsuits over “Diversity in Faces” dataset in Illinois

 Maryland

o [Enacted] Maryland law, HB 1202, prohibits an employer from using a facial 
recognition service for the purpose of creating a facial template during an 
applicant’s pre-employment interview, unless the applicant consents by signing a 
specified waiver. This workplace AI law went into force on October 1, 2020.

o [“Died in Committee”] Introduced March 11, 2024, HB 1255 would restrict an employer 
from using an automated employment decision tool to make certain employment 
decisions; requiring an employer, under certain circumstances, to notify an applicant for 
employment of the employer’s use of an automated employment decision tool within a 
certain time period; and generally relating to automated employment decision tools.

https://infographics.bclplaw.marketing/ai-litigation-map/

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB942
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB942
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb24-205
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb24-205
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/hb/hb1202F.pdf
https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1255/2024
https://infographics.bclplaw.marketing/ai-litigation-map/
https://infographics.bclplaw.marketing/ai-litigation-map/
https://infographics.bclplaw.marketing/ai-litigation-map/
https://infographics.bclplaw.marketing/ai-litigation-map/
https://infographics.bclplaw.marketing/ai-litigation-map/
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Next week’s readings

 Topic 1: EU AI Act

1. High-level summary of the EU AI Act: https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/high-level-
summary/ 

2. Try out the compliance checker: https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/assessment/eu-
ai-act-compliance-checker/ 

3. Anthropic Statement on watermark implementation 
https://www.anthropic.com/news/claude-text-watermark 

 Topic 2: AI policy in Maryland

o Summary of AI policy from the Governor’s Office 
https://governor.maryland.gov/official-actions/ai-principles

o Maryland Senate Bill 818 
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/bills/sb/sb0818E.pdf [Passed in 2024]

• Don’t need to read as closely, purpose is to look at an actual bill

https://governor.maryland.gov/official-actions/ai-principles
https://governor.maryland.gov/official-actions/ai-principles
https://governor.maryland.gov/official-actions/ai-principles
https://governor.maryland.gov/official-actions/ai-principles
https://governor.maryland.gov/official-actions/ai-principles
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/bills/sb/sb0818E.pdf
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Next classes

 Group 1: choose discussion leaders for next week

 October 26 (Monday): Proposal presentations

 October 30 (Friday): Written project proposal due
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